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1 Purpose
This policy sets out a clear and manageable approach to homework across Hillsgrove Primary School. Homework reinforces learning taught in school, builds positive routines and supports children to become confident, independent learners.
2 Principles
Homework should be purposeful, age appropriate and linked to learning in class.
Expectations should be consistent, while allowing reasonable adjustments for individual needs and family circumstances.
Reading should be enjoyable and regular, and online learning should be safe and accessible.
Families should be able to encourage and support children without being expected to teach new content.
3 Weekly homework expectations
Homework is assigned each Wednesday and should be completed by Monday. Teachers will explain the tasks and ensure that children know how to access any required resources.
	Phase
	Daily reading
	Mathletics
	Spellings

	EYFS
	10 minutes
	Access to Mathletics
	

	KS1
	20 minutes
	Two teacher-assigned tasks
	Set for the class and practised during the week

	KS2
	30 minutes
	Two teacher-assigned tasks
	Set for the class and practised during the week


Mathletics
All classes will use Mathletics. Each week, teachers will assign two tasks for children to complete. Children must complete these assigned tasks before accessing other areas of Mathletics. The tasks will be selected to consolidate learning and will be appropriate for the class.
Reading
Children should read every day for the time shown above. Reading may include sharing a book with an adult, reading aloud, listening to an adult read, or reading independently, as appropriate to the child's age and stage. Families are encouraged to talk about the text and record reading in the school's usual reading record where this is used.
Spellings
Spellings will be set for each class. Teachers will make clear which words or spelling patterns should be practised and how children can prepare. Activities may be adapted where a child has an identified learning need.
On occasion, children may be asked to research or make notes in preparation for a writing lesson. This will be a week in advance.
4 Roles and responsibilities
Teachers will
assign homework each Wednesday, with a Monday completion deadline;
set two appropriate Mathletics tasks and class spellings;
make expectations and access arrangements clear;
monitor completion and acknowledge children's effort; and
provide reasonable support or adjustments where needed.
Children will
complete homework as independently as they can and ask for help when needed;
complete the two assigned Mathletics tasks before using other Mathletics activities;
read for the expected time each day; and
practise their assigned spellings and look after any resources sent home.
Parents and carers can support by
helping children establish a calm, regular homework routine;
encouraging daily reading and talking about what has been read;
supporting access to Mathletics without completing tasks for the child; and
letting the class teacher know promptly if access, workload or another difficulty prevents completion.
5 Support, access and inclusion
No child should be disadvantaged by limited access to a device, internet connection, books or adult support. Families should contact the class teacher if support is needed. The school will seek a practical solution, which may include access to school resources, additional time or an alternative format. Teachers will make reasonable adjustments so that homework is accessible to children with special educational needs or disabilities and to children with other identified needs.
6 When homework is incomplete
If homework is not completed by Monday, the teacher will respond supportively. They will check whether there is a barrier, remind the child of the expectation and provide a reasonable opportunity to catch up. If missed homework becomes a pattern, the teacher will contact parents or carers so that school and home can agree appropriate support. Children will not be publicly compared or embarrassed.
7 Feedback and recognition
Teachers will monitor homework and provide proportionate feedback. This may include verbal feedback, discussion in class, review of Mathletics results, spelling checks or recognition of effort and improvement. Homework will be used to inform teaching where it highlights strengths or misconceptions.
8 Online safety
Children should use Mathletics in line with the school's online safety expectations. Login details must be kept private. Parents and carers should report access or safeguarding concerns to the school and should supervise online activity in a way appropriate to the child's age.
9 Monitoring and review
The headteacher and teaching staff will monitor how consistently this policy is applied and whether homework remains manageable, accessible and useful. The policy will be reviewed on the date shown above, or earlier if school practice or the Mathletics platform changes.
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