
	[image: ]
	HILLSGROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Sidmouth Road, Welling, Kent DA16 1DR


Keeping Children Safe from Radicalisation Parent and Carer Guidance
Hillsgrove Primary School
	Policy owner
	Designated Safeguarding Lead

	Approval body
	Headteacher

	Approval date
	September 2026

	Review date
	September 2027

	Version
	September 2026



This guidance helps parents and carers understand radicalisation, notice possible changes and seek support. A single sign does not prove that a child is being radicalised. Context, patterns, safeguarding information and the child’s voice all matter.
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What radicalisation means
Radicalisation is the process through which a person comes to support terrorism or extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups. Children may encounter harmful narratives online or in person. Prevent safeguarding is intended to identify susceptibility early and offer proportionate support; it is not about criminalising beliefs or ordinary debate.
Why a child may be susceptible
questions about identity, belonging, faith, injustice or purpose
a desire for status, excitement, friendship or a sense of community
personal grievances, discrimination, isolation, bullying or family difficulties
exposure to persuasive, divisive or conspiratorial material
contact with individuals or groups who exploit vulnerability.
Possible indicators
Changes should be considered together and in context. They may include:
increasing secrecy about online activity or new contacts
repeated use of dehumanising, hateful or us-and-them language
support for terrorism or violence, or fixation on extremist material
attempts to recruit others or possession/sharing of terrorist propaganda
withdrawal from usual relationships or activities alongside other concerning changes
plans to travel or meet unknown people in suspicious circumstances.
How parents can help
keep communication open and listen without immediate judgement
ask what your child is seeing online and help them check sources and recognise manipulation
know the platforms, games and messaging services they use and apply age-appropriate safety settings
encourage trusted friendships, clubs and positive community participation
make clear that debate and lawful protest are acceptable, while violence, hatred and terrorism are not
seek advice early if something feels wrong; do not investigate or confront a suspected dangerous person yourself.
What to do if you are concerned
If there is immediate danger, a suspected offence in progress, or risk that someone will travel imminently to cause harm, call 999.
For a non-emergency concern about a child, contact the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead through the school office or Bexley Children’s Services.
You can report terrorist or extremist content online through GOV.UK and report online child sexual exploitation or grooming to CEOP.
If you are unsure, speak to the school. The DSL will consider the concern under normal safeguarding procedures and may seek advice or make a proportionate referral.
Useful contacts
	Service
	Contact

	Emergency services
	999

	Bexley Children’s Services
	020 8303 7777 (including out-of-hours routing)

	Police non-emergency
	101

	Anti-Terrorist Hotline
	0800 789 321

	NSPCC Helpline
	0808 800 5000

	Childline
	0800 1111

	CEOP
	www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre

	Online safety advice
	www.internetmatters.org and www.childnet.com


Contact details can change. In an emergency always use 999; otherwise check the relevant organisation’s official website. The school will handle information sensitively but cannot promise confidentiality where a child or another person may be at risk.


Legislation and guidance
Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015
Prevent duty guidance: England and Wales (2023)
Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 and subsequent updates
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