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Hillsgrove Primary School treats susceptibility to radicalisation as a safeguarding concern. The school has due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and responds proportionately, without stereotyping pupils, families, faiths or communities.
Legislation and guidance
Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015, sections 26 and 29
Prevent duty guidance: England and Wales (2023)
Keeping Children Safe in Education 2026
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 and subsequent updates
Education Act 2002
Equality Act 2010
DfE guidance on managing the risk of radicalisation in education settings
Definitions
The Prevent duty guidance defines radicalisation as the process of a person legitimising support for, or use of, terrorist violence. Susceptibility describes the fact that a person may be likely or liable to be influenced or harmed by terrorist and extremist ideologies that support or radicalise people into terrorism. Extremism in Prevent is understood in relation to ideologies that negate or destroy fundamental rights and freedoms and that may be linked to terrorism. Staff use the definitions in current statutory guidance rather than labels based on ordinary political, religious or cultural views.
Objectives
maintain an informed culture in which concerns are recognised and acted on
include radicalisation in safeguarding training, policies and risk assessment
build pupils’ critical thinking, online safety, respectful dialogue and resilience to manipulation
work with safeguarding partners and specialist agencies
ensure referrals are necessary, proportionate and based on concern, not protected characteristic or stereotype.
Leadership and governance
The Headteacher and DSL lead implementation. The DSL is the first point of contact for concerns and maintains awareness of local referral arrangements. The Local Governing Body and APAT receive assurance that the school has an appropriate risk assessment, staff training, curriculum provision, IT controls and referral processes. Named contacts are maintained in the safeguarding procedures and staff information rather than fixed in this policy.
Risk assessment and action plan
The school assesses the local and contextual risk of pupils being drawn into terrorism or exposed to terrorist and extremist material. The assessment considers online access, community information, pupil needs, incidents, visitors and premises use. Controls are recorded in an action plan, reviewed at least annually and when circumstances change.
Staff awareness and training
All staff receive training appropriate to their role so they understand possible indicators, online influences, how to make a concern-based record, and how to report immediately to the DSL or deputy. Governors and leaders receive sufficient training to provide oversight. Training reinforces that there is no single profile and that a checklist must not replace professional curiosity and context.
Curriculum
Through the curriculum and wider school life, pupils learn to evaluate information, recognise manipulation and conspiracy narratives, discuss difficult issues respectfully, stay safe online and understand democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. Teaching is age-appropriate, politically impartial and does not close down lawful debate.
Online safety filtering and monitoring
The school’s filtering and monitoring arrangements consider terrorist and extremist content alongside other online harms. Leaders understand the systems in place, review their effectiveness, act on alerts and balance safety with appropriate access to learning. Staff report concerning searches, communications or content to the DSL and follow the Online Safety and Safeguarding policies.
Visitors speakers and use of premises
The school undertakes proportionate checks on visitors, speakers, resources and external organisations. It sets clear expectations, supervises as appropriate and will not permit its premises or activities to be used to promote terrorism, unlawful hatred or extremist narratives linked to terrorism. Decisions respect lawful freedom of expression and are documented where risk is identified.
Responding to a concern
Make an accurate, factual record and report immediately to the DSL or deputy. Do not investigate, confront the pupil or promise confidentiality.
The DSL considers immediate safety, checks relevant safeguarding information, speaks with the pupil where appropriate and consults local safeguarding or Prevent partners.
Where there is a risk of significant harm, the DSL follows children’s social care procedures. Where terrorism or immediate danger is suspected, police or emergency services are contacted.
A Prevent referral is considered where there is a concern that someone is susceptible to radicalisation. Consent should be sought where safe and appropriate, but lack of consent does not prevent lawful information sharing where necessary to safeguard or prevent crime.
The school records the decision, rationale, advice and follow-up, including where no referral is made.
Recruitment and safeguarding culture
Safer recruitment, staff conduct, allegations, low-level concerns and single central record arrangements follow KCSIE 2026 and the Safeguarding Policy. Prevent is integrated into the wider safeguarding culture and is not a separate disciplinary process.
Monitoring and review
The DSL monitors training, referrals, curriculum and contextual risks and reports anonymised assurance to governors. This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if the risk assessment, law or guidance changes. It should be read with the Safeguarding, Online Safety, Filtering and Monitoring, Behaviour, Equality, Visiting Speakers and Lettings policies.
Appendix A Referral and Information Sources
	Purpose
	Current source

	Prevent duty statutory guidance
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance

	Channel duty guidance
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/channel-and-prevent-multi-agency-panel-pmap-guidance

	DfE safeguarding guidance
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2

	Bexley Prevent information
	www.bexley.gov.uk - search Prevent

	Immediate danger
	999

	Police non-emergency
	101

	Anti-Terrorist Hotline
	0800 789 321
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