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Statutory Compliance: Section 52 of the Children Act 2004, Children and Social Work Act 2017, DfE Statutory Guidance for Designated Teachers for Looked-After and Previously Looked-After Children.
Definitions
Accommodated (Section 20): Voluntary care arrangement with local authority where parents retain parental responsibility.
In Care: Child subject to a formal Care Order issued by the court under Section 31, granting shared or primary parental responsibility to the Local Authority.
Remanded / Detained: Child placed in care or protection via court order, emergency protection order, or criminal justice process.
Previously Looked-After Children (PLAC): Children who are no longer looked after because they were adopted, or became subject to a special guardianship or child arrangements order.
Role of the Designated Teacher
The Designated Teacher for Looked-After and Previously Looked-After Children at Hillsgrove Primary School must:
Act as an advocate for Looked-After Children (LAC) across the school.
Initiate and complete the Personal Education Plan (PEP) within 20 days of a child joining the school or entering care.
Coordinate termly PEP review meetings involving the child, foster carer, social worker, and Virtual School Head (VSH).
Ensure sensitive management of confidential information on a strictly 'need-to-know' basis.
Monitor academic progress, Pupil Premium Plus (PP+) grant expenditure, and mental health support for vulnerable pupils.
Role of the Governing Body
The Governing Body will:
Ensure a qualified teacher is appointed as Designated Teacher.
Monitor annual anonymized progress and attendance reports for LAC/PLAC cohorts.
Guarantee that school procedures protect LAC pupils from stigmatization and exclusion.
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